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ON GUNS, GOD AND TESTOSTERONE

As we fly overPhoenix before lanthg, | notice a familiar looking sighds | look dowrover a
, huge circulapink building. Could it be? Yes, | later find qutt
' not only could be buit is meantto look likethat. Beneath me
is very clearly aoilet seat. Frank Lloyd Wright designed the
| Dbuilding just before he died, and in a farewell gestbeemade
the building look like atoilet seat fromhis view from Heaven.
Wikipedia says it looks like a guitar but Google Eastittles
the matter. What do you think? Itttee Gammage Buildingn
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the campus of Arizona State University openedin 1964 T =
five years after Lloyd Wrisght, @' [-,,,_‘,Hereés ]
from the ground. ‘ | -

AL LAY
| am visiting Arizona Catholic University in Phoenix. | am '
puzzled:this is the middle of tielesertwhere it rarely rms
but the campus is shaded Ipjenty of large treesSimple,
they are planted in slight depressions, which are flooded
or twice a weekl notice that many restaurants haugside tablesn the heat, and am®ooled
with a very fine spray of waterdahevaporates before it hits the dinéingre are many elaborate
public fountains.Ai Wher e does all t hasksi | W@ sdrgetifpretthe f r om
Colorado Rivey |  a mhaind gonrdilast, buthey,while ités thereve 6 | 10 use it .

Looking around restaurants, the street, the hotel lolbg, male body language shouts
TESTOSTERONE! | see #tored either in much fat or in much musetgtund pears, voices
resonating inrboomsdredged from the soles of thd@et, or jocks in singlet, shortbaseball
caps,struttingmesomorphically erect, on thick, brown legs. One such gegskeappearingn
the hotelwhile | wait for the busa huge quart can of Striker, the morarts sweat replacing
fluid, permanently in his fist, bawls tis fat, blond, toothy girl friend about nothing. Another
big young guy with a prominent beer guears ar-shirt proclaining: firhis is not a beer belly
but the reserve tank for the meanest sex machine irotown My whatenodnous testicular
appendagethey must hee! Frightening.

Televisionopens the window an inch wider on this world | am discoveri#ugzona Highway
Patrol is filmedlive, we are told. Ananis attackng his car with an axed passingpatrol officer
stops his car, gets out, and tells himtgpsto The man ddragvshis GditandKilhhe cop
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him. We are told thafor this marksmanshighe office is promoted tqistol instructorin the
police academywhere no doubt he &fine Confucian modelor his students.

There are several Chriagti channels, which ia paradoxical balancing cfomeequation walk
hand in hand with the violérthanneld indeed with the violete | see, smelhearbut thank
God havenot yethad ittouchme | watch @ earnest maim a sober suitalk of the torture of

hell and the pleasures of heaven. Besidednmverdressed, overage, bloadd, has two faces

to pull: a dreamy, ecstatic face as he talks of heaven, and a-paimedface as he talks of hell.
Nextup, a fortyish woman, in high heels and a cetesess, dances and sings to loud rock about
her love for Jesus, artdis love for her. Heis very welcome to her.

| meetDan my contacfor the visit. He is a very bright and gracious host, but he too fits into
this paradoxical picture. He tells me dfis family of three daughterdoanne now in her 30s
some years ago hitchhiked from Sydney to Perth, thence to Brgoimane point in her
hitchhiking, her pickup, a truckieplaced his hand oher knee. In one smooth movemesite
withdrew from her bagback a razesharp machete, whidhe placed otthe trucki€s knee.

Dants other two daughterdJary Lou andBeth, aged 13 and 11, hold between them a brown

belt and black belt in martial aytslary Lou is alsa pistol championDan tells me with pride

that $1e can cut a round hole the size of an open hand in a man sized figure at 25 yards, with the
six shots a .38 Smith and Wesson delivers.

Al am not a violent mgnDana s s u r & in thig sociefy, crimes against women are greater
than since the iddle ages. | train my daughters to take care of themselves. This campus has an
escort service. After dark, women, if tliey smart, ring the escort service to take them to the
carpark, they dod@ walk aloned

Ive walked the areseveral timesind | s&v many women walking on their own at night. And
typically they greet me with a big North American set of teethfigtidh as we pasdMaybe the
women who greet old men lurking on the campus at nightfivito are the martial arts experts
and crack pistoltots.

Dan tells me about Arizod&a new pistol law just passed]axal Statereaction to the Federal
Brady Law. The Brady law stipulates dive day moratorium between stating the intention to
buy a handgurand collecting itduring which time the buyer &hecked for a criminal record.
But in Arizona, while you have to wait your five ddyg Federal laywonceyou have bought
your handgunyou may legally carry it concealedvhereaspreviouslya handgurhad to be
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displayed openlyike in those ballsyip hdsters | comment that advertising radar traps is more
effective in reducing accidents than cops hiding round comwéleut any warning but
Arizonans dod see it that way.

Dan invites me to his home in nearby Mesa. On the way, he showfia very Ameican
institutiond: a pistol shooting range. People line up in booths aodt stt human silhouette
Conventional targets of concentric circes available but Dan gapeople prefer to practice on
homomorphic targets.

fiAre they allowed to stick phagoaphs on thenid ask.D a n  d thieksthatis funny.

The most popular bullets are hollgwint. If the point is to make sure you stop someone, he

argus, you woul dno6ét use regular bullets because
a crackshot. A hollow point, on the other hand, kmaan almighty messvhatever part of the

human body itsirk e s ; st o p ®nly foelsvandfthe armysuserregular bullets, the latter

only because of some wimpy Geneva convenfibhere are 7tilionhand guns i n t he S
hereasonsfiso people for their own safety should become pistolt er at e. rwied pr ef
but thatdés the way it is.o0

On going to his home,rheet Mary Lou and BetiTheyareboth so petiteand
so pretty. Theytreat me taa music recitalMary Lou on piano, ==
Bethon harpgach in ankle length, lace decorated, Victorian style

dresses. During theecital, Dan brings out his Smith and Wesson

.38, going through loading and unloadihgjl. Meantime his lovely daughters
play gentle American folk music of the 1800s.

What is Arizona cuisine, | ask. Basically Mexican, with lots of beef, | am told. There are many
Mexican restaurants.go to one the tourist hotspot: good food, but not very hot, lots of refried
beans, melted chemsand funky to tacky decor, including a huge chandelier of clear glass beer
bottles, funny rotating fan®ade otbent hubcaps, gross paintings in bright colours, a cdikese
dummy in a boat$30 with tips and a glass of pleasant, jamflyrgundy the side saladoo
hugeto finish.

| try thetop restaurantttalian. Super service, which | failed unthinkingly to tip adequately as the
waiter's look of pained amazement told me (15%asrigeur, after Hong Kong's 10%, and
Australia's optional roundpwads); the wine and food, a bulk house cabernet, and chicken that
was soused in tomato sauce. OK, batdly top Conceptions okatingare quantitative not
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gualitative. Yet again | stagger from the table regrettifij daten so much pleasant but
unmemorabldare.

A postscript on Arizona or South West food. | learn in Hong Kong of all plates then again
Hong Kong is food city for the world so where better to learn the niceties of Arizonan cooking?
T that there is indeed South Wésilit cuisine Basedon Mexican, true, but more sophisticated,
balancing the richness of very dark high cacao chocolate with orange peel and iyl
chocolate chicken never failed to impress dinner guests.

| thought to eat well at breakfa$tis morningto save havingatworry about lunch as | 06m of
into the desert to sigisiee Cocq my waitress athe International House of Pancaki$dP), is

a very pleasant and confident, tall young Aberson, whdakesmy order no pancakesheir

specialty, witheggs, links, oham just bast and cereaCoco raises her eyebrowiSurely tvo
bowls,thenSir2 One, Iconfirm, notingthe grossness of my fellow breakfastétewever | do

order aflarged orange juiceto find it delivered in a glass the size of a buckeeed twohands

to raise it to my lips.

Arising from my breakfast delivered by Cot¢a@o to the car rentatheap at
$28 a day unlimited mileage. The gpwho serves me ia smoothtalking
earnest youngian calledronnie After firstdescribinghe Christian chieh

you will find a fine Church there at Sedoi&it, high in the hills keeping#
watch over the town. o

An hour later,| pull over in a layby to photograph the cactughey are

Ari zonads si gnat uirlbate the wordlbut heeelitfits | o o k |
T iconic. Some arethe familiar giant trident, dters a brilliant,
misleadingly, lush green, with bright red flowers, but in actuality as dry

as the desert i wherealarge batteted flbedjtrucls t f i n
pulls over beside me, a huge US flag waving from behind the cabin.

i ey, Sirb

A very tall guy, blonde ponytail, tatty cuaffs, jumps downfrom the
cabin His long, lean face grins into mine, his startlingly blue eyes are
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slashed by horizontal ies Shit, i t 0 sfAThe Bikencesof thei Lanh®isNio,il 16Ime r i n
thinking fiRosena r y 6 sO. | Bak lagain and see thdtis guy has ordinary irisesfter all;
Arizona gets you thinking film scripts.

Nonet hel es s, |l m poised on the balls of my f
boiling. Ah, t hrethedrotchtoh las serial killmg belml,pauseo t

fiKnow anything about careéPe asks.
fiNo.0

fi Ae you a professional photographer?
fiNo.0

fiWhere ® ycao me f r om? 6
fAustraliao

fiNo shit. | once knew a guy from Australid
Australia better than thi?He wavesat the desert@s

scenery.

fiDifferent, not necessarily bettet. 6 m cauti ous with this guy.
il 6 m GaeHz hofde aut a hand, black with grease.

s

Inodtowardsit He canédét expect me to shake the filt
fiTouch my arm, then.Georgemovescloser towering over me.

Inoticehisr adi at or hasHaveppeud doti | amyg. wdtoer ?2 1t os
fiSure do

Zeae@E  The need fobeing the good Samaritan played out, | decide |
( can fl ee wit h toacb mscammandwitibarse¢ don 6
4 ‘ yao | move fast to my car. Medooking dudes in flabed

trucks waving US flagsaandwanting to be touched, inspiie
me a strong desire S 3
place distance; ey . =
between us. Perhapisl%;
| 6ve been psyched out- .wi
point bullets.

disappeared, along with the Sinagua who built lafg
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cliff-face structures, around 14th Century. C@sandeis interesting but the surrounding
countryis flat and \ery hot. DrivingNorth-East to Superstition Mountains the country changes

into surprisingly bright green bushy shrubs and cactuses of all shapes and sizes. | found the
vegetation very photogenic.

Montezumé& Castleis not a castle oranything to do with
Montezuma It is a cliff face structure built 700 years ago by the
Sinagua Indians. The only access to the village by wooden ladder, let
. down for each entry.

Thenonto Sedona, as suggested bg piousRonnie Luck took me

up the Red Rock scenic drive route, which starts fairly ordinary but
suddenly in the road huge buttes and mesas appear in bright red.
Sedonalisplays its priorities as you drive into it. First, on the hill as
you enter the towarethe Churched.utheran, Nazerene, Methodist,
grabbing divine $es Next comehe real estate subdivisions, selling
fast BUY NOW, they urge the passerbyhenwe enter theown

itself, built in convolutions here and there in the hills and mesasthere up in the hills, is
indeed the open air Church, keeping wabeler its
Sedonan flockas Ronnie hahentioned.

It is really a stunning place | d o nvideh to Kk now
stop photographing | wi sh | 6d s &8
earlierin Phoenixtself.

| decide to drive further to Flagstaéind from there a
very hurried trip to thé&srand Canyon446 km long
and 7 to 29 km widerhe Grand Canyon was carved out by the Colorado River over 40 million
years, but probably not for much longer the way the watmiigy piped off to keep the city folk

cool and their gardens watered. Th Grand Canyon seems to have owned by a Mr Fred Harvey, a
company bearing his name anyway. Fred rose to fame in 1878 when he rgstauacnts with

his famous Harvey Girls to servitee Atchson, Topeka and the Santa Fe Railway. The Girls

had to be youngattractive well educated and morally pure; they could not wear makeup or
chew gum. Fredavas out to civilise the Wild WesEomehow he got a monopoly on the tourist
faciltiirs at tre rim of the Canyon, the El Tovar hotel, the tours and tour buses that patrol a
circuit around rim, dropping off and picking passengers. As we board the crowded bus, a
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sickeningly jolly bus driver fuorrgetsth:o efr Pbudlhlé m n

gunnaclose.Noway Hi to ya Neighbor!o

Despite all the hokum, the Granda®@yon is a stunning spectaclée trails wind down to the

bottom. You can walk but the air is very hot and dry and you are told to take at least a gallon of

water withyou otherwise you dehydratd e s s hal f a gall on if
time for either, but just walk around taking photos, amazegkat:- =z :
the little eco systems that have quite different vegetatio ¥l

little pockets under the rim.

tourists is a busty blond, in a mienaini skirt, plucked &4
eyebrows, rouged cheeks, her mouth a scarlet slash. | supp
whores may ply their tradenywhere, includingon the rim of
the Grand CanyonThen she squealedd He y , M
Mo mmy , | ook at Itlobked againtard sa
she wasnodét even fourteen.

you

| am reminded of the time when | was on study leave in Stanford University in the California

Bay Area. On the front page of the local paper thagicture of the winner of the Palo Alto and

District drum majorette competition. | could see why she won. The photographer had taken her
looking threequarters turned toward the camera, arms raised high, holding her baton thing,
much cleavage on displagg nearest the camera raised, revealing gorgeous thigh almost up to
hip level, long blond hair streaming from her cap, a big, wide Pamela Anderson smile to warm

the cockles of our, er, hearts. She was aged fourteen, according to the caption.

| shared myuzzlement with an American colleague Jdhh, handsome, super nice, an ex

Vietnam veteran, as élmericanas t hey come. Hedd know.
OHow on earth couldéd | h eddkyear gl patading lael sexoalty Soh at ?
bl atantl y! 6

OHey ,t hdhrae 6s nothing to do with sex! Her
proudof their I ittle girl. The Il ast thing

You could have fooled m&ut maybe | was the wrong one out on that one.
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| stay to watch the acclaimed sunset at the Grand Cahyoro ver ni ght ootel,EIFr ed H
Novar, and ¢®Hoenx i tds back to

My last dayin Arizonais suitably bizarrel need to call Toronto, my next stopover. | dial
from a public phone. A voiceelis me to insert two dollars. lad A differentvoiceannounces
fiThis call is not authorisedee 2Ca&

| hang up, no two dollars back. Bugger. Howved violated the mysterious 2CJ? | call
Operator, who tellme to call 211. Yet another voice ashe the problem; | describe it.

fWould you please give your address,ir.

fiHoward Johnsons, Tempe

fiNo, your home addres8.

AWhy?20

fiFor the recora

fOkay, i1ités B1l1l1 Block 2,0 25 Sha Wan Drive, Ho
fiZip code®

fiHong Kong doesndét have zip codes.
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